
Lettings Policy

1
Introduction

           The school and its facilities are resources which the school utilises to their full potential during the hours that the school is in session and from time to time, after the school has closed. The Governors of the school are aware that these resources are valuable to the school and the community and are prepared to let the facilities to interested parties for two main reasons:
A)       The Governors believe that the school should be at the heart of the community and are committed to the notion of an extended school which provides for the needs of the children of the school and the local community after the end of the normal school day.

B)       The resources provided by the Governors will, from time to time require updating and renewing and therefore charges levied for the use of the buildings will help to maintain these facilities into the future for continued school and community use.
2
Aims and objectives
2.1
The aims of our Letting Policy are:

· to extend the use of the school and its facilities beyond the school day;

· to encourage community use and knowledge of the school as a central component of our community;

· to provide a sustainable future for the school and its resources;

· to help in breaking down any potential barriers that some parents and local residents may feel in accessing their local school.

· To provide enrichment activities for the school and the wider community.

3
Organisation
3.1 
The Governing Body will operate Lettings through the school office but all proposed activities will be subject to agreement of the Full Governing Body and be compatible with the aims and policies of the Governing Body. The Governor with direct responsibility for Lettings will be the Chair of the Buildings Committee.
3.2      When there is greater demand for use of the facilities than can be accommodated, the Governing Body will give priority to activities in the following order:
           a) Activities directly related to the functioning of the school

           b) Activities directly related to the functioning of St. Nicholas Church and their uniformed organisations

           c) Any other non-school or non-church organised activity.

           The Governing Body reserve the right to define the exact definition of “directly related.”

           Any parents’ organisation dedicated to the support of the school and its aims and approved by the Governing Body shall have free use of the school for fund raising activities.
           Community users can have their rates reviewed by the Headteacher and Governing Body if their activities contribute to the achievement of the school aims, objectives and targets.
3.3 The Governing Body sets hourly rates for Lettings which are reviewed by the Headteacher and the Governing Body annually and which are outlined on a graduated scale depending on the above criteria and are available upon request.
3.4 There are 3 tariffs:

Non-profit making,

Tariff 1 linked to the achievement of the aims and objectives of the school,

Tariff 2 which refers to organisations whose activities do not contribute to the achievement of the aims and objectives of the school.
4
Resources
4.1
Internal to the school, we currently have a small hall, a small number of classrooms, and an ICT suite which may be used subject to Headteacher approval. 

4.2      Externally the school has extensive playing fields, with 7 a side football pitch and running track, and a hard surface with a marked netball court.

5      Evaluation

5.1   This policy is reviewed in line with our schedule for the review of policies which             is available for inspection.

5.2    The hourly rates for Lettings are reviewed and set annually by the Staffing and Finance Committee for approval at a meeting of the Full Governing Body.

Approved by the Governing Body Wednesday 22nd November 2006
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