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We believe that all children have gifts and abilities and that it is our role as educators, to help all children to achieve their full potential.

As a Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School, we believe that God is central to all of our lives and that God values us all and knows and values each and every one of us.

We value each and every child and believe that we are in a privileged position, in working with parents, to be able to shape each child's learning, to motivate and to enthuse.

We feel that learning should be an enjoyable voyage of discovery and to that end, we pursue a variety of teaching and learning strategies which include a range of kinesthetic, auditory and visual activities. 

Through these activities, we aim to develop enquiring and questioning minds that thirst for knowledge and the acquisition of skills. In turn providing all children with an understanding and appreciation of the world in which they live and the skills to thrive in that world. 

To ensure that this learning and skill acquisition is planned and continuous, the school has long term plans which shape the curriculum and plan for developments to the curriculum over time.

The curriculum that we provide broad, balanced and distinctive and is continually evolving to meet the needs of the changing world and our children.

It is recognised that children will progress at different rates, but the curriculum is designed to meet these differing needs at the point of delivery. 

Our formal curriculum is shaped by the Diocesan Guidance, the National Curriculum and the National Strategies for Literacy and Numeracy and we make every effort to teach the formal curriculum with flair, imagination and innovation, seeking out opportunities for cross curricular work where possible.

We believe also that the distinctiveness of our curriculum is greatly enhanced by the extended curriculum which we offer which includes our extra curricular provision and our Christian responsibilities towards other people in our world community.

The National Curriculum Core Subjects are:

Religious Education, English, Mathematics, Science, and Information Communications Technology.

Religious Education

We follow the Lancashire Agreed Syllabus in our Religious Education teaching and encourage the children to develop an understanding of our every present friend, companion and saviour in Jesus Christ, whilst appreciating that other people have their own faith which deserves our respect.

There is a daily act of Collective Worship, which is based on the teachings and practices of the Church of England and is often led by our local Clergy. We believe that it is important that we meet regularly and celebrate God's saving grace, as a worshipping community. 

English

We believe that the teaching of English is crucial to the overall development of all children and their ability to access and contribute to the world in which we live. Speaking and listening skills are taught from Reception and contribute to an understanding of the written word and the ability to make oneself understood through writing. The school has a whole school approach to the teaching of phonics, which helps children to understand and make sense of words.

English is taught through the National Literacy Strategy supplemented by work on drama, role play. We seek to develop an interest in reading that develops into a lifelong love of books and reading for pleasure. Writing is taught with an emphasis on purpose, audience, clarity and form. Handwriting is developed to aid ease of writing and comprehension for the reader and is practised regularly.

Mathematics

Mathematics is taught where possible as a practical subject where we follow the National Numeracy Strategy. A basic ability to manipulate numbers, appreciate shape and pattern is taught alongside an ability to think creatively in solving problems using previously acquired knowledge. Maths is a subject which we encourage children to enjoy and investigate thus promoting a willingness to learn more.

Science

Scientific skills and knowledge are taught alongside enquiry as we encourage and stimulate our pupils to think creatively in looking for similarities and differences in the way that the world around them operates, questioning and experimenting practically with questions such as "what if" and "how" rather than merely accepting the written word in a text book.
The children develop a progressively sophisticated understanding of scientific concepts as they pass through the school building on previously acquired skills and knowedge.

Information Communications Technology

The school is well equipped with technologies and informed staff, which allows the children to communicate across continents with other children in Australia, control devices, present and express information, create short films through digital photography and much more. 

The children develop skills and interact with these technologies daily in preparing them for the world in which they live.

The National Curriculum Foundation Subjects are: Geography, History, Design Technology, Art, Music, Physical Education, and Citizenship.

History

The children at St. Nicholas are taught History through a range of study units based on people and civilsations from the past which help them to understand what it was like to live in the past and how we inherited the world that we have today. The children use artefacts, visits, pictures, personal accounts and websites to support their learning.

Geography

We encourage our children to develop a curiosity for the world around them which lays the foundation for an appreciation and respect for our world. The children study localities around the world which helps them to understand similarities and differences between peoples, places and cultures. This work is supported by visits to local localities and the use of interactive resources on the internet.

Design Technology

The children at St Nicholas are encouraged to be innovative in designing and making with a range of materials, including textiles, wood and food. This work helps to develop useful skills for later life and maybe a career. 

Physical Education

We aim to develop skills in body management and teamwork within a framework of fitness for life. The children undertake a variety of team sports and individual activities including athletics,cricket,dance,football,gymnastics,hockey,netball, and swimming. We have a broad range of extra-curricular sporting clubs and liaise with the local football club to provide coaching. Our school representative teams compete within local primary school leagues and have achieved both enjoyment and success.

Art

We encourage the children to understand the work of great artists whilst teaching them ways in which to express artistic appreciation. The children use a range of materials in producing work which expresses moods and feelings.

Music

The children are given opportunities to experience the work of great composers and songwriters in conjunction with being able to express themselves through string, wind, brass and percussion instruments.

The school governors feel that it is important that pupils are given the opportunity to learn a musical instrument and as such seek to subsidise the cost to parents.

Modern Foreign Languages

The school has embarked upon the teaching of French in Year 4 and it is the intention within the near future, to offer French teaching to all pupils in the Juniors, thus preparing them for life within our international community.

Citizenship

We encourage our pupils to be responsible and respectful members of society, understanding peoples feelings and moods and in doing so, helping them to become responsible, sensitive and respectful contributors to our society now and in the future.

Cross Curricular Education

Our class teachers seek to draw cross curricular links across the curriculum to maximise the learning potential of each lesson and to try to replicate the joined up world in which we live.

We also seek to draw business and industry partners into our curriculum to help enhance and bring alive areas of work which can be supported this way. 

Sex Education

Sex education is taught within the teaching of our science, PSHCE and RE curriculum. The Governing Body feel that our pupils should be accuratley informed through a well thought out approach sensitive to the ages of pupils set within the context of a loving, caring relationship. 

Special Educational Needs

We aim to personalise learning for the children in our school so that all children are supported and encouraged to achieve as much as possible.

It is suggested that 20% of all children will, at some stage in their school life, have special educational needs and that some of these children may require a Statement of Special Education Needs. 

The school has a range of strategies to meet the needs of these children including, differentiated work in class, support from Teaching Assistants, dedicated Special Needs teacher withdrawal time and support from Blackpool Learning Support Service. 






